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ABSTRACT 

This newsletter provides a summary of the 
documentation available on the activities connected with the 
Unterrlchtsmethode English (UME) Project, an investigation of methods 
for teaching English as a second language, conducted from 1965 to 
1970. The documents listed and described cover general reports; 
details of the material- method system; material design and 
instructional materials; actMties; subordinate studies on 
instructional aims, content, forms of English teaching; and 
Investigations concerning vocabulary, grammatical structures, 
subjects to be learned, and learning activities. Availability of the 
reports is indicated. (VM) 
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The Institute of Educational Psychology, 
Stockholm School of Education 



Carl Henrik von Mentzer 



The HIvIE Project was carried out during the period 1.8,1965 - 
31 ,10. 1970* A brief account of its aims and structure has been 
given In an earlier issue of SEN (1966:27). 



C) 




The object of this issue is merely to provide a summary review 
of the relatively comprehensive docmnentation on the subject 
®f the activities connected with the project. The summary is 
divided into sections, each of which deals with a particular 
theme, but within each such section the titles are "listed without 
reference to guiy special system. In the case of every title a 
speelfleation is given, except when the information Is stated in 
the title, of its prinelpal contents and general character as 

as cf where it is available and how it may be obtained. 



1 ^ General 






• .4-' 

A compiled and practically complete account of the progress Jof ' the 
pro ject ^d its results is to be found in Rapport jfr&n 'pedagogiaka 
Institntiohen LarajhbgskQlan i Stockholm, nummer 49 . november 
1970 i ”Pro j ekt et HME Sammanfattande verkaamhetsberattelse . Text- 
delen", (Hepprib fr^ The Institute of .Educational Psychology 
Stockholm .School:' of Education, ' Ho. . 49 , HoYember' 1 97b; T^^^ 

Report,, pf,;Ac.tivlties..,,^ . i The report, -which ‘ 

.can be';ordered , from. -Stockholm School' of- 

•' --- •; '• . 'Yi- 
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To *tlie sximma^y report ("Text”) are attached 67 appendices covering 
some 600 pages ^ The appendices are presented in two large files 
per set. The appendices consist of sub-reporta , minutes and 
other source material relevant to the project, including all 
the titles referred to in this issue* Onl^^ tan copies of the 
complete set of appendices have been produced* Reference copies 
of the activities report including all appendioee have been 
deposited with the schools of education in Stockholm, Malmo, 
Gothenburg, Uppsala and Ume4 as well as with the ITational Board 
of Education (L4) - A selection of sub-reports considered to be 
of special interest haved bean collected in Rapport fr&n Peda- 
gogiaka insti tutionen Lararhogskolan i Stockholm, nuinmar 50, 
november 197Q s 

Tic delstudier fr&n UME-pron ektet * En antologj med exempel p& 
problem pch metoder 1 ett * system - -inriktat forsknlngs- och 
utvecklingsarbete * 

(Report from The Institute of Educational Psycholo^*, Stockholm 
School of Education, No* 50, November 1970: 

Ten Studies from the UME Project* An Anthology of Examples of 
Problems and Methods in R <& D Work aiming at a ’System*)* 

The anthology runs to 109 pages and can be ordered from the 
Stockholm School of Education* Copies for reference have been: 
distributed to the Schools of Education in Stockholm, Malmb, 
Gothenburg, Uppsala and Ume4 as well as to the National Board 
of Education (L4) - 

2 * The Material.— Method System 

One of the principal aims of the project was to draw up concrete 
Specified direetivea (form and content) for a so-oalled material— 
method system (mss) for the subject English in the 7th school 
year* The result is reported ins 



Prograjnhahdllhg over ett materiai-mei;Qd^3ys tem f or engalska £rs^ 
kurs 7 (UME-L0/[S)^ I « Textdelen* (Stencil , deGegiiber 1970V* 
(programme for a Material --Method System in Engrish f dr the 




Seventh School Yeaur. Part I. Text. Stencil, Dacemher I970). The 
programme also includes a drawing section, of which only 12 
copies have haen made • 



The part conearned with text eonsiste of 40 pafi*0a , that concerned 
with drawing 76 pages. The textual part contains a desoription 

the organisation of the naterial^method sjrstem, its ooinpOTients 
hardware and software) method of operation and how it should be 
used. In the part devoted to drawing a specification is given 
of the contents in terms of components (software). 

Copies for reference of both parts are available at the Schools 
of Education in Stockholm^ Malmo, Gothenburg, Uppsala and Ume& 
as wall as at the MTational Board of Education (L 4 ). Spare copies 
of the textual par^ can be ordered from the Stockholm School of 
Education, 



5. The Prototype Material 

The directive for the project laid down that the materi al -method 
system should be tried out by means of experimentation on models. 

In order to carry out such experiments , a so-called prototsrpe 
module, constituting a 14 -day section of UME-mS adapted for the 
purposes of experimentation, was constructed within the project. 

The material, which includes all the elements necessary in the 

■ ■ ■ ^ . . . . ■■■■;’ 

MMS context, was produced in a final versior for use by about 
150 pupils. In this connection certain eomponents were produced 
in single examples (hardware) . " 

A complete set of all the material produeed (including a 16 mm 
sound tracked film, nine grajaDphone records, 1 9 magnetic tape 
cassettes, 50 booklets containing text as well as administrative 
material) Was deposited with the Ifational Board of 'Education (L 4 ). 
Surplus cpples nf vmI ous componen t s ( s of twaire ) are aval labl e at 
^“tockholm School of EdluGa"bi OH® 
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The electronic part or the hardware, which was also produced 
within the project, consists of a central unit and 80 pupil 
stations. This part has also ■been handed over to the National 
Board of Education, 



Inventories and instructions for use are kept with the materials , 
4 , Activities 

Following' successive revisionEj and the addition of further 
material, the prototype material was tested in three series 
of experiments. An account of the planning, execution and results 
is given in three separate reports: 

Hagalundsf orsoket (The Hagalund Experiment), stencil, Novemher 
1967 , Inst, Educ , , Stockholm Sch, of Edue . , 13 pp* 

Andra forsoket (The Second Experiment) , stencil, August I 968 , 
Inst, Eduo,, Stockholm Sch. of Educ,, 15 PP • 

Tred.ie gangen gillt (Third Time Lucky), stencil, January 1970, 
Inst, Educ,, Stockholm Sch. of Educ., 20 pp , 

A summary of press comments, radio prograjmmes and other reactions 
associated with the final series of experiments is included in 
the report: 

”Ke.1s arena nva klader" ( The Emperor 'a New Clothes) , stencil , 
January 1 970 , Inst, Educ Stockholm Sch, of Educ, , 15 PP» 



Surplus oopies of these reports are availahle from the Btoekholm 
School of Education. They are also included in the append! ees 
aeotion of the activities report as appendices Nos 56—59 (see 
ahove) . The report ''Third Time Lucky" is also to ha found in the 
anthology "Ten Studies .from the XME Pro Jeet" ( see ahove)^^^^^ 




5* Subordinate Studiaa concerned with the Aims and Content 
of InstruGtion in Eng^llsh 



.Dui^ing tli 0 eoUDese of -fehe project a series of more or less 
independent special investigation has been carried out* Most of 
these have been described in separate Bub-reports. Unfortunately 
not a single surplus copy of these titles remains, but they are 
included without exeeption in the appendices section of the 
activities report l^see above)* In some oases they are also to 
be found in the anthology ”Ten Studies from the UME Project" 

(see above). In what follows reference is made for each title 
to the appendix number and, where applicable, to the relevant 
section of the anthology. 

5-1 Investigations oenoerning vocabulary 

"Ett centralt forr&d av ord.,..?" (A Central Vocabulary) (March 
1967 ^ Appendix 44) 



A stooktaking, axamination and categorisation of the "centrality" j 
of English words against the back^ound of their ooQurrence in i 

textbooks, recommendations by experts and frequencv vocabularies, ! 

4 

“Elevernas Inlagning av engulgka ord 1 Arskiirs 7" (Tlie Pupils' j 

Ijeauning of Engligh Woards in 'tha Seventh Year) (M’ovem'bear 1 967 » 3 

Appendix 48, ineluded in ■the an-fcbology) 

An investigation Into the pupils ' EngllBh voeabulary ( siuajititative) 
at the heginning and the and of the seventh year, A distinctioTi 
has been drawn between "aetiya" and "passive" oommand. Very 
considerable differences betwean ■individuals have been shown. 



"Formulerlngen ay tee tf rAgor f or matning av ordbeharsknlng 
i frammande sprUc " ( Jhe FoCTUlation of Test Questions for 
Assessing: the Command of Words in For eign Languages) (Maroh 1 967 , 
Appendix 47, ineludad, in the anthology) 






j. 

I- 
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A poll of expert ::,opinion®f::on the: s vairious types 

- "active'^: and "p'aasiye" oqmmand of words 












reBpectively. . ^ 

-j - --i-.i s. ...v_ '_P.‘ : i, y/ir, Wv' -I J . f i ••^-'¥'4-5 y-V- v — . --'r'- - - .\-r / -~j‘- 
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5.2 Imrestig^ations conce^ming grammatical structures 

”En underaoknlng air alevamas baharsknlng av grammatiska fardig" 
hater 1 &rskurs 7” (An Investigation concamlng Seventh Year 
Pupils^ Proficiency in Grammar) (March 1967t Appendix 52) 

A pilot study for 

”Bn undersokning: av elevernas beharskning av ^ammatiska fardig^ 
hater j Arskurs 7" (An Investigation eoneeming Seventh Year 
Pupils'" Proficiency in GraJimar) (October 19^7f Appendix 55f 
included in the anthology) 

An investigation into the pupils ' commaiid of selected elements 
of graininar at the beginning and the end of the seventh year# 

*-Vilka ar de angelagnasta *struktur * -ovnlngama for angelska 
1 &rskurs?'^ (What are the M^st Suitable Exercises in Grammatical 
Gonstruo tiona in English for Pupils of the Seventh Year?) (February 
1969» Appendix 54) 

A poll covering lecturers in methodolo^, senior teachers of 
English, student teachers, etc#, on the subject of cons tiructions 
or elements of gr ammar oonBidered most suitable for instruction 
at the above-mentioned level# 

5.3 Investigations concerning subjaota to be learned 
"Enkla, vardagliga altuationer" (Bimple, Everyday Situations) 

(March 196 7 f Appendix 49 ) 

The listing and systamization of the occurrence of situations 
requiring sp 0 eoh-oonverBatlon--discussion in seventh year textbooks # 
An account is given of the nature of the exerciBes as well as of 
their scopa# ■ 

”Vilka behov av engelsk spr4kf ardlghat upplever svenskar? (What 
Need of Proficiency in English do Swedes; Psf el?) (Jan^ 968 , 

Appendix 43 » Included in the anthology) 

A sunmiary of a laudatur thesis by Peter Ahlquis t # Giyas an account 
of self- experl enced h^ of Swedes v(l S-SO ^years of age, natiohaily 
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^epi'asen'ba'fcive selection) "fco speak, read, write and understand 
spoken English. 

Dlstinotions are drawn "between the diPferent contexts in which 
snch needs are felt, how often they are experienoed, the degree 
of the satisfaction of such needs individually experienced. 
Amongst other things the report takes account of sex, age and 
educational hackground. 



"Begreppet 'realia’ 1 undervisnlngen av moderna spr&k i Sverige" 
(The Conception of Praotical Subjects in the Teaching of Modern 
Languages in Sweden) (April 196?, Appendix 50, Included in the 
anthology) 

A study of standpoints and arguments • 



. "EnkgtundersSlmlnfi 'Falcta och r.alla"' 

Practical Subjeets) (Pehruary 1970 , Appendix 51 ) 

Assessments "by lecturers In methodology and senior teachers as 
to the forms of practical subjects found moat stil table for 
teaching on the English courses for seventh yeaz* pupils. 



’'Sammanf attning av •Intreaseundersokningen ' " (Summary of 'The 
Interest Investigation') (September I 968 , Appendiac 55 , included 
in the anthology) 

A description of pupils spontaneous preferences in various 
spheres of Interest as well as a listing of combinations of 

C 2 — , 3—,) and a statiatioally maximum coverage of the 
^^^®^©®ts of the populatloh. Advanced com!puter teohnlq_ues have 
been used in the caleulatlons. 



Subordinate Studies oh the Fq]^s of English Teaching, etc . 



6 a 1 

differentiation 



ons eonceming individualization and 



teser"- (Sixteen Views) (January 1 969 , Appendix 39, included 

iin-'-the-^-antholp^^-;; ■ v;.': ^ ^ 



- . :The assessments. ,b^^^ -experts" of concrete interpretaticns 



■j. Bi-:-- . 

St '■ 
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of certain formulations in the curri oulum j the logical a^eement 
of the interpretations with the cur rl eultim , their practical 
reasonability and their applicability. 

*'Lagoma do sen'* (Suitable Doses) (July 1969» Appendix 40? included 
in the anthology) 

An experimental study of the relationship between the scope of 
the material to be learned and the ascer bainable retention of the 
material learned. A comparison between pupil categories having 
different capacities for learning. The most important result: for 
every oapaeity level there seems to be an optimal dosage of 
material to be learned. If this is exceeded, retention diminlBhes. 



6.2 



Investigations ooneeming learning activities 



"Elevahtivl teter och InlMrningssituationer vid engelskundervisnlng 
i i,rskurs 7" (Pupil Activities and Learning Situations in the 
Teaching of English in the S.eventh Year) (July I 966 , Appendix 
41 , included in the anthology) 

The distribution of the individual "average pupil's" time for 
instruction in English during the School Year (7'fch Year) into 
various activities, defined in relation to the formulations of 
the curriculuin. 



"Hur bdr Inlamingsaktivi tetema kvanti tativt fordela slg over 



underviSTilngstiden i engelska. Arskurs 7?" (How Should Learning 
Activities be Distributed Quantitatively during the Time Allotted 
for English Instruotion in the Seventh Year) (March 196?, Appendix 

42) ... 



Against the backgrpund of the investigations most reoantly 
referred to, experts on jnethodology and others have stated in 
q.ues ti ormalr es their vi ews as to how time for exerci s as "ought" 
to be used for various learning activities : reading, speaking, 
listening, writihg. 



X X XXX X 







r further information with regard to the project, please refer to 



e - itatibiiai ..Board of Educ atibh I;( SkolSver s tyrelsen).! Ess e .-LSvgr en * 
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Head of* Pepar'famen't , oa? "to Carl Henrik von Menizer, Head of 
Depar 'bme'ri't , Offi ce of "the Ckancellor of ‘blie Swedlsli TJniversi "bdes 
(Tel. 08 - 24 85 60 /I 69 ). 








